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Our Mission 
 

To promote excellence in Tasmania’s products and resources through exhibition and education  

 

Our Values 
 

We value: 
Agriculture, heritage and the environment 
Competitive advantage through knowledge, training and demonstration 
Customer service and community partnerships 
Our staff and our volunteers 
Our sponsors and our exhibitors  
Leadership through innovation and reward 
The involvement of youth  
Diligence, accuracy and fair judgement 

 

Our History 
 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania traces its history back to 1821 when a group of residents of Van 
Diemen’s Land corresponded with the Official Secretary and gained approval for the establishment of a Society 
for the protection of animals. Thus Tasmania has the distinction of being the first colony in Australia to form an 
Agricultural Society when the “Van Diemen’s Land Agricultural Society” was formed in Hobart Town on 1st    
January 1822. The first show was conducted in January 1822, in the Old Market Place, just in front of the  
present State Parliament House.  This makes the Royal Hobart Show the oldest Show still operating in Australia 
and possibly the world. 
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President’s Report 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania has worked hard during the 
year to consolidate the gains we’ve made in recent times, bed down 
the new business model and invest in our facilities. 

Under the leadership of our CEO, Scott Gadd, our staff continue to 
overcome any issues and present a professional, creative, community 
spirited and financially responsible face for the organisation.  

We have farewelled several friends of the RAST and Show stalwarts 
this year. 

Keven Davis was an RAST Life Member and Animal Nursery pioneer who passed away on 31st     
January 2017. Keven worked tirelessly to establish the nursery and attracted significant support 
from the Savings Bank of Tasmania where he worked. He remained involved until the 1990’s and 
his legacy lives on in our current Animal Nursery Exhibit, the most popular area of the show. 

Tom Purdon also passed away on the 5th April 2017 after a long battle with ill-health. He too was a 
long time contributor and member since the mid-60s. He started showing dairy cattle in the       
mid-70s, then assumed a steward’s role before becoming the Show Ring announcer up until last 
year.  

Max Thomas, an Honorary Life Member and woodchopping committee member who made an 
immense contribution to the woodchop event over many decades also passed away on 1st        
September 2016. Max undertook many roles including handicapper and starter as well as         
competing for many years prior to that. These gentlemen will be sadly missed by the Society,    
especially around Show time. 

Our skills based Director, Stephen Shirley, left us early in the year due to work commitments and I 
would like to thank him for his efforts and his expertise in accounting which helped guide us 
through the changes to our account management systems.  

This year the national body for capital city Royal Shows, the Australian Council of Agricultural 
Shows (ACAS) merged with the national body for all regional shows, the Federal Council of        
Agricultural Societies (FCAS) to form a new body called Agricultural Shows Australia (ASA). The 
vision is to provide a single voice for all shows in Australia (and New Zealand eventually) and    
combine our collective footprint, audience and economic contribution to create greater support 
and awareness of what we do and the importance of 
our continued operation. 

The merger resulted in the conclusion of my role as 
President of ACAS, a job I’ve held now for the last 
four years and also President of the National Council 
of Agricultural Societies (NCAS). It was an honour to 
preside over these organisations through a             
monumental and much needed change of direction. 
Under the new ASA model both the Royal Hobart 
Show and the Tas Agricultural Shows (representing all 
Tasmanian shows) are members of the new body. 
Our own Councillor, Kirilee Beveridge, has been       
seconded to an ASA working group to progress the 
Next Generation initiative nationally as well the ASA 
rules committee. 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 1 

2016 Rural Ambassador Dwayne Schubert with 
2017 winner Kirilee Beveridge 



 

 

Kirilee Beveridge was also awarded the Hobart Show Rural Ambassador title in 2016 and went on 
to win the Tasmanian State title. She will now compete in the national competition in September 
in Melbourne. 

The 2016 Show was a testimony to the efforts of committees, volunteers and staff who delivered 
an increase in entries of around 17% or 860 more than in 2015. This follows a similar increase in 
2015 compared to 2014 so hopefully we’ll see that trend continuing. 

Everybody braved extremely difficult conditions including access to the grounds, parking and 
weather to present an exceptional show, but these circumstances did affect our financial returns. 
Hopefully our Royal Show will return to normal now that the Brooker Highway redevelopment is 
completed. 

Office staff members Julie King and Brian Smith departed during the year and we welcome   
Mitchell Spong and Brooke Eastley, two young and talented members to our team. The new 
RASTUS emag has received significant endorsement from members and is testimony to the new 
direction that these younger members of our office staff are taking us. 

The cooperation between our indoor and outdoor staff 
has never been better and that cohesion is delivering 
some excellent results in the way they all pull together 
for the overall benefit of the Society. I recognise that the 
Motor Home business has added an extra workload to 
the outdoor staff, yet they work tirelessly on all areas of 
our business through good and bad weather and we are 
extremely lucky to have them.  

The use of ‘work-for-dole’ crews has continued and enabled a range of improvements including 
new portable picket fences, refurbished seating stands, new picnic tables, tables and seating for 
the Homecrafts Pavilion, landscaping and painting. 

Finally, on behalf of the RAST, thank you to the CEO Scott Gadd and his dedicated staff, the many 
volunteers that assist the Society in so many ways and who do so in such an unselfish manner. As 
committee members, stewards, helpers, animal handlers, Directors, and Councillors the Society 
relies heavily on these people to help us do what we do. There are literally hundreds of              
volunteers who contribute significantly to the success of our many RAST activities.  

CEO Report 
2016/17 has proven to be a challenging year financially due mainly to a less 
than expected Show result and a range of unexpected  infrastructure             
challenges that required significant capital expenditure to rectify.  The new 
business model has proved its worth as we simply would not have been 
able to find our way through these issues if we hadn’t made the difficult 
decisions some years back to move to lessen our reliance on Show income. 

Our revenue continues to improve but we were forced to spend more than 
we had anticipated during the year on issues that included the Brooker Pavilion, electrical        
compliance, road works, emergency repairs to the Market Pavilion, vandalism and security        
upgrades.  The upside is that the investment in security has resulted in an almost 100% arrest 
rate for incidents of vandalism, burglaries and attempted burglaries.  Other costs that increased 
significantly included rates, water, electricity, insurance and wages and staff costs for events 
(noting we ran more events including the Monster Trucks and Cracker Night). 
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We completely upgraded our accounting systems during the year including implementing a new 
and simpler chart of accounts as well as switching our account management software to a cloud 
based solution.  This created some difficulties earlier in the year whilst the changeover was 
affected and it delayed our financial reporting for a few months.  However by year’s end it was 
completely bedded in and operating as anticipated.  The new chart of accounts is also working 
very well and was welcomed by our auditors during their recent annual audit process. 

We also budgeted and spent a considerable sum on planned maintenance this year which was 
the first time for many years that we have actually tackled a planned maintenance regime as well 
as dealing with the ad hoc emerging maintenance issues. Total for repairs and maintenance      
excluding capital expenditure was $145,013. 

The total deficit for the period was $326,419 which includes $105,034 for depreciation. On the 
up side the land buildings valuation delivered an improvement of $600,000 bringing the total   
surplus of comprehensive income for the period to $285,956. 

The deficit was partly driven by the decline in net takings from the Show which is partially         
explained by weather and the ongoing challenges of commercial space and sponsorship.  Other 
factors include the inability to find additional tenants for the Brooker Pavilion due to storm    
damage, declining Sunday Market revenue and a significant problem of over ordering stock in the 
food and beverage department. 

The 2016 Royal Hobart Show proved rather challenging with three out of the four days suffering 
very inclement weather.  The one good day, Thursday, realised one of the biggest crowds we 
have seen for years.  Over 20,000 people attended on that day and it was heartening to see that 
our services and infrastructure coped as well as it did.  The weather impacted overall though, and 
our gate takings suffered as a consequence.  We had dropped our ticket prices in the hope that 
more people would be encouraged to attend and I believe this worked to a degree. However the 
weather worked against it. 

Our second year experiment with Wednesday night entertainment and the Frocks ’n’ Flannies 
Ball unfortunately failed to achieve the bookings required to justify the investment.  This         
triggered a complete review of the Wednesday offering resulting in shorter opening hours for 
2017 on Wednesday from 9.30am to 3.30pm and the moving of the rodeo to the Friday night. 

The Motorhome Park has performed exceptionally well again this year vindicating the                
investments made in developing it. We witnessed our busiest ever weekend during the Wooden 
Boat Festival and again, we proved that our infrastructure can cope under such a heavy demand 
load. We’ve again been blessed with          
excellent caretakers this season and 
that trend is continuing. A big thank 
you Stephen, Suzanne, Rob, Linda, 
Matt and Teagan. 

Property was again our biggest earner 
with a year-end profit of around 
$400,000.  This was followed by the 
Motor Home Park which netted over 
$230,000.  The Sunday Market result 
was around $120,000.  Other events 
excluding the Show delivered a       
return of over $90,000. 
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Our thankyou BBQ for volunteers in late 2016 was again a success. It is an immense privilege to 
be able to work with such a large number of dedicated volunteers and a real pleasure to be able 
to give them something back, albeit in a small way, by serving them food and beverages at our 
annual BBQ. The impromptu speeches and thanks were much appreciated. 

We ventured into the realm of Monster Trucks this year and were pleased to report an overall 
profit.  For our first effort it was heartening to prove that we can tackle such a major production 
and deliver an entertaining family evening that left everybody happy and satisfied.  We certainly 
learnt a lot and feel we can build significantly on our first foray and deliver an even better bottom 
line result next time.  Thanks to Mitchell Spong who took the lead on this and did a fantastic job. 

The major coup we scored this year was securing the short term tenancy of Causeway Films who 
were in Tasmania filming a feature film called, ‘The Nightingale’. They had their main office,   
wardrobe and props departments based within our facilities for six months with more than 60 
people stationed here at one stage during the peak. 

Finally I’d like to thank my staff. The current staffing contingent has proved to be motivated, loyal 
and dedicated to the Society. They persevere through both hard times and the fun stuff. They 
continually work above and beyond what is expected and often volunteer additional time to assist 
with events without claiming any recompense.   

As an event organiser, the Society works under pressure at times, and our current staff have 
stepped up in difficult moments to deliver in a way that ensures we continue to operate at a    
professional level. During the year we’ve recruited some new and very talented people. This      
augers well for the future and also reflects well on the Society given that we’re now attracting   
recruits of this high calibre.   

 

Royal Hobart Show 2016 
Some 47,760 people attended the Royal Hobart Show in October 
2016. 

Despite some very poor weather typified by rain, showers and 
wind, gate takings at the four day event were on par with the     
previous year, despite a reduction in ticket prices. 

The price reduction occurred in response to the ongoing economic climate, which is seeing a    
decline in consumer spending, and the lesson learnt from Cracker Night in May when Tasmanians 
responded in large numbers to an event which pegged entry prices at a level which was in reach 
of everyone’s budget.  

Adult tickets to the Show were cut in 2016 to $18 ($22 in 2015) and family tickets were cut to $50        
compared to $58 the previous year. Young people paid $10 to enter the Show compared to $14 
the previous year.  

Entries in Show activities were up across the Board. More than 6,000 entries were received      
compared to 5,148 entries in 2015. Of note, Youth Art entries increased from 167 in 2015 to 268 
this year, while beef cattle entries were up from 117 to 187. Woodchopping had over 800 entries 
compared to 600 in 2015. 

Page 1 The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 4 



 

 

The entertainment offering was well received by the public. Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo, a theatre        
performance featuring large scale dinosaur puppets operated by sophisticated electronics, made 
its first appearance at the Show since 2013. 

Motocross stunt riders, roller derby, and weight lifting all attracted major crowds and positive 
feedback. A large ferris wheel received a great deal of positive feedback, too. 

This year the Show hosted the Tasmanian Whipcracking Championships, and the Australian    
Bullock Whip Championship.    

The Show began with Art on Show, Tasmania’s biggest annual art exhibition. This year, there 
were a record 290 entries, and more than $10,000 in prizes were to be won. For the first time Art 
on Show included a prize for emerging artists aged 16-25.  

While the 2016 Show was an overall success, it was not without its challenges, weather aside, 
there was confusion over parking due to major road works on the Brooker Highway. On the first 
day of the Show, NBN crews turned up at breakfast time, preparing to conduct road works         
immediately outside the Showground gates. 

Also on day one, there was an animal rights protest on the Tasman Bridge which caused             
significant traffic jams all over Hobart and made it difficult for RAST staff and others to get to the 
Showground on time.  

For the second year, the Show remained open on Wednesday 
night but failed to draw significant crowd numbers. As a result 
the Wednesday night will be discontinued and the feature event, 
a rodeo, will be moved to the Friday of the Show next year. 

Again this year the Show enjoyed significant media support, and 
a comprehensive plan was enacted to ensure daily media     
awareness opportunities in the week leading up to the start of 
the Show. 

 

2016 SHOW STATISTICS 
 47760 estimated total attendance 
 61% tickets sold were adults, 28% children, 11% family 
 10% increase in commercial space compared to 2015 
 16.8% increase in competitive entries compared to 2015 
 32% of competitive entries were done on-line 
 2,310,264 hits on our website for October 2016, 141,597 page views & 45,784 page visits 
 350 688 people reached through Facebook in October 2016  
 2129 Facebook page likes for October 2016, 77% of which were women 
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Living Legend of the Show 
The living legends of the 2016 Show, John and June Pilcher, attracted positive feedback as well as 
some poignant moments in media interviews.  This announcement proved a great success with 
the RAST and wider rural family as well as the 
general public. 

John grew up at Bothwell. In the mid 1950’s. 
When 11 years old, he was allowed to come 
out from the Friends Boarding House to help 
at the Show. In 1966 he became a cattle 
steward and in 1976 he and June decided to 
purchase Santa Gertrudis stock. Ten years 
later they presented their Santa Gertrudis on 
exhibition at the Royal Hobart Show and 
apart from one year have been doing so ever 
since. 

They were rewarded for their efforts with Grand 
Champion Bull at Hobart for 10 years in a row 
and a   second in class in Sydney.  

 

RAST Life Membership 
During the Royal Hobart Show the Society announced a life 
membership for Stuart Cordwell. 

Stuart was the Farm Manager of the Jordan River Learning 
Federation, and has built a strong relationship between the 
Royal Hobart Show, the Federation, and its students, who 
get hands-on experience at the Show every year through 
their animal husbandry work. 
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Picture: Tas Country 
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2016 Royal Hobart  
International Wine Show 
Tasmanian Pinot Noirs won nine gold medals at the Royal Hobart        
International Wine Show held in November. New Zealand Pinot 

Noirs scored three gold medals. 

The Chair of the Show’s organising committee, John Ellis of Hanging Rock Vineyard in Victoria, 
described the result as a statement of strength by Tasmanian Pinot Noir producers. 

The RAST Trophy for Best Pinot Noir was again sponsored by Etihad           
Airways and included a return trip to Paris. 

The Chair of the judging panel, Louisa Rose, Chief Wine Maker for     
Yalumba and Hill Smith Family Vineyards, said that generally, the Show 
reflected the strength and sophistication of the Australian wine         
industry in 2016. 

The majority of wines entered, she said, were from the 2010 to 2016         
vintages, and more than 90 gold medals were awarded. This is a great 
achievement for the Australian industry given that a gold medal               
represented a perfect example of variety or style, she told the media. 

A panel of more than 20 national and international judges assessed 
1,758 wines entered this year in the Royal Hobart International Wine Show (compared to 1,637 
in 2015). 

Three international judges took part: Tim Birmingham from Abu Dhabi, Hwee Peng Lim from    
Singapore and Jane Skilton from New Zealand.   

To maximise the entry of interstate wines, the Society employed a Sydney-based                       
communications business to assist in the promotion of entries by mainland vineyards.  

At the end of the Show, John Ellis announced his decision to retire as Chair of the organising    
committee after six years to focus on his business interests. He will, however, remain involved 
with the show. 

Subsequently, the Society appointed James Godfrey of Treasury Wine Estates as the new Chair. 
James is a well-known identity in the Australian wine sector. He’s based in Adelaide, is Chair of 
the Barossa Wine Show and has spent several years as one of the judging panel at the Hobart 
wine 
show. 
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Conspicuous Tasmanian contributor 
to the wine industry 
The 2016 Wine Show Awards dinner was well attended by judges, wine        
industry figures, and the wine loving public. The dinner included the 
annual announcement of the Tasmanian who has made a major       
contribution to the Tasmanian wine industry. 

This year’s recipient was Bill Geeves, a long standing contributor to the 
Royal Hobart International Wine Show. Bill was appointed to the wine 
show committee in 1976. At the time he was a young employee at    
Cascade Brewery, and he has remained an active member of the wine 

    show committee for the last 40 years. 

Roberts Tasmanian Vineyard of the Year 
The Vineyard of the Year competition is an initiative of the RAST to promote excellence in          
viticulture management, which is the foundation for producing premium quality wine grapes.  

In 2016, Clover Hill Tea Tree Vineyard 
in the Coal River Valley won the 
award. It impressed the judges as a 
fine example of viticultural              
management, yielding high quality 
grapes for both sparkling and still 
wine production for the Clover Hill 
and  Taltarni labels. 

Entrants outline to the judges their 
production aims for the vineyard and 
they are then judged on all aspects of 
vineyard management in achieving 
those goals. Judges in 2016 included 
Frank Walker (RAST), David Sanderson 
(Wine Tasmania), Fred Peacock 
(representing growers) and Terry Bennett (2015 winner from Home Hill Vineyard at Ranelagh).  

Sponsorship of $6,000 was provided to support the event, coming from Roberts in conjunction 
with Bennett’s Petroleum, Rabobank, and Geotas. 

A field day where the industry could learn about Clover Hill’s management techniques was held 
at the vineyard in May 2016. 
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Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards 
Jamaican coffee ice cream, red rose petal jam and Muscat     
vinegar were just some of the entries received for the 2016 
Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards. 

Entries in the 20th year of the Awards came from all over       
Australia, and all over Tasmania.  More than 30 different        
locations in Tasmania entered the Awards and other               

entries came from as far away as Broome in WA and Robe in SA. 

Chief Judge - well-known Tasmanian Sally Wise – led a panel of 
some 30 food specialists drawn from several states. They judged 
456 classes in the Awards in 20 sections, ranging from rice, salmon 
and confectionary to coffee, cider and delicatessen products. 

Reflecting the current Australian “coffee culture”, there were 
some 250 entries in Coffee alone. 

Robert Tanner, who has ably chaired the Food Show committee 
through its continual growth, decided to retire this year after long and distinguished service to 
both the Food Awards and the Royal Hobart International Wine Show.  

Annette Emmett, Deputy Chair of the Food Awards, was subsequently chosen to replace him.   

 

Hobart Showground  

Motorhome Park 
It was a record year for visitors to Tasmania, and the            
Motorhome Park experienced very strong demand. 

In February alone nearly 7,000 visitors stayed at the Park.    
Almost 28,000 nights were booked at the Showground Motorhome Park by visitors between    
November and April 2017. Most interstate visitors came from Queensland, followed by NSW and 
Victoria. In a continual upgrading program, the Society installed a new laundry for people using 
the Park, and upgraded street lighting, security cameras and the Park’s bitumen. 
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Tenancies  

The overall performance of tenancies at 
the Showground was adversely affected 
this year when a major winter storm in 
July brought snow to the state, and also 
blew off the roof of the Brooker Pavilion. 

The building was insured but while        
repairs were undertaken the venue was 
uninhabitable for nine months of the 
year. 

The Showground also lost two long term      
tenants, but have been able to gain new tenants  
including Causeway Films, a movie production 
company. 

Sunday Market  
An increase in the number of Sunday markets throughout 
Southern Tasmania continues to have an adverse impact on 
our Sunday Market.   

We remain the biggest indoor market but our average   
number of stalls per week has been slowly trending down 
for a couple of years now. The Market, however, remains 
an important business unit for RAST and, together with the 
Market promotions Group, we continue to try new initiatives to keep it viable. 

We have managed to scale back on expenses and resisted the urge to increase site fees.  A range 
of entertainment including performers and carnival rides was programmed throughout the year 
to try to create further interest. 

Charlie Baker has also invested in the cafe making it a far more attractive place to enjoy a coffee 
and snack. 
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Venue Hire  

After a rocky start to the year our venue hire business has bounced 
back in the first part of 2017.  We’ve seen a range of hires from the 
usual animal shows, Rotary Youth Driver Awareness Training and      
celebratory functions through to gem, doll, toy and Lego shows.  We 
also featured an INXS revival concert and a Country Music Muster.  

The annual Christmas Charity distribution depots were again here in December. 

New events include fire warden training conducted by Handa, a 
dinner for the Moonah and Glenorchy Business Association,   
Tasmanian Animal Hospitals Annual Dinner, a coffee expo, Dark 
Mofo events, bodybuilding and weightlifting championships, 
Tasmanian Quilt expo and a trade expo. 

 

Activities at the Showground 

Again this year, the Showground displayed its versatility as a community hub. Here is a selection 
of some of the major activities which occurred at the Showground during the year. 

Diecast Toy Collection  

This event was held in the Grandstand Hall of the Showground in April 2016. Boasting Tasmania’s 
longest Lego train at over 20m long. The Expo also included dioramas, toy cars, racing cars, trucks 
and aeroplanes. 

Cracker Night 

Three thousand two hundred people attended the Showground’s first cracker night in May 2016. 
It was a huge success, and the RAST decided it would repeat the event on an annual basis. 

Originating as a celebration of Queen Victoria’s birthday, Cracker Night showed that Tasmanians 
want to keep this old tradition alive, and appreciate the 
chance to attend an event which is well structured and 
organised, and designed with safety in mind. 

Page 1 The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 11 



 

 

Dog Shows 

In May 2016, dog shows meant a big weekend for Tasmanian dog lovers with the Welsh Corgi 
Club of Tasmania, the Working Dog Club of Tasmania, and the Tasmanian Collie and Shetland 
Sheepdog Club all holding shows at the Showground. 

Other dog shows throughout the year included the combined breeds club and the gundog         
association. 

 

Tasmanian Quilt Expo 

Held in September 2016 this Expo included demonstrations and an Awards evening at the      
Showground, attended by a quilting expert from the UK. 

 

Curbing Stray Roosters 

In March 2017, the Southern Tasmanian Bantam Club teamed up 
with the Society to hold their second collection for stray and         
unwanted roosters. The Poultry Pavilion was the dropping off point 
for anyone in the community wishing to hand over unwanted poultry.  

Stray roosters are becoming a nuisance around Hobart, and the Bantam Club coordinated a     
program to re-house the birds. 

 

Monsters at the Showground  

In November 2016, monster trucks           
featured at the Hobart Showground. The 
Ultimate Monster Action was a high octane 
evening of fun, featuring a range of        
monster trucks as well as a freestyle       
motocross, with celebrity host Adam 
Brand. 

There was an also a jet car, activities for 
children, carnival rides, bar facilities, and a fireworks display in the evening. About 5,000 people 
attended. 
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Vale Keven Davis 15/12/28 - 31/1/17  
RAST Life Member and Animal Nursery pioneer, Mr Keven Davis passed away during the year. 
Keven was instrumental in acquiring a significant sponsorship from the Savings Bank of Tasmania 
to enable the building of a new home for the Animal Nursery in the late 1970’s and early 
80’s.  The bank contributed some $53,000 - a significant sum for the period.  

The SBT sponsorship brought in by Keven included special show bags in the nursery that           
included a $5 savings account, SBT staff support for the nursery, and free photographs for        
visitors. “The Animal Nursery would not be where it is today without Keven. His support was 
selfless and enduring,” said current Animal Nursery Chair Roly Calvert.  

After retiring as Chair of the section Keven continued his involvement until the 1990’s. The RAST 
will forever remember and appreciate the efforts of Keven in establishing our most popular      
exhibit. 

Passing of Tom Purdon 
It was with sadness that the Society noted the passing of long time     
contributor to the Royal Hobart Show, Reginal (Tom) Purdon during the 
year. 

Tom was a well-respected member of his local Tasman Peninsula     
community, most notably with the Tasman Lyons Club where he served 
a number of years as District Captain.  He was well recognised across 
the Tasmanian, and national air waves, where he was labelled The 
Phantom Farmer.   

Tom was a member of the RAST since the mid-1960s.  He began      
showing his dairy cattle in the mid-1970’s under the Woodmoor Friesian Stud prefix, and        
continued showing for many years.   

At the end of Tom’s exhibiting days he took on the role of Steward within the dairy cattle          
pavilion, and was Show Ring announcer right up until last year. He was also a keen contributor 
to the All About Animals pavilion and became well known in teaching the city folk the fine art of 
butter making. Tom is survived by his wife Bev and their three children. 

Page 1 The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 13 







































































 

OFFICE BEARERS 
 

PATRON:  Her Excellency Professor The Honourable Kate Warner AM Governor of Tasmania  
 

President 
Paul Grubb 
 
Vice President 
Russell Cripps (April 2016 – June 
2016) 
Peter Spotswood (June 2016) 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
Scott Gadd 
 
Secretary 
Barry Ellims 
 
Board of Directors 
M. Brinckman 
B. Ellims 
H. E. Geard  
P. A. Geard (HLC) 
P. Grubb  
W. Hazell (HLC) 
S. Shirley (Resigned June 2016) 
D. M. Skinner OAM (HLC) 
 

Councillors 
K. Beveridge  
I. Blades 
M. Brinckman 
H.W. Burbury (HLC) 
Hon. P.H. Calvert AO (HLC) 
R. Calvert 
R. Cripps 
B. Ellims 
K. Gatehouse  
B. Geard 
H. E. Geard 
P. A. Geard (HLC) 
P. Grubb 
W. Hazell (HLC) 
S. Rumley 
S. Salter  
D. Schubert  
D. M. Skinner OAM (HLC) 
B. Smith 
P. Spotswood 
T. Steele (Resigned Oct 2016) 
R. Tanner (Resigned Feb 2017) 
C. Tapp 
 
 
 
 

 
Honorary Life Councillor 
H.W. Burbury  
Hon. P.H. Calvert AO 
P.A Geard 
W. Hazell 
D. M. Skinner OAM  
 
Honorary Life Members 
Dr. G. Baxter 
H.W. Burbury (HLC) 
Hon. P.H. Calvert AO (HLC) 
R. Calvert 
Mrs. J. Chesterman 
B. Christie-Johnston 
W.J. Cornelius  
G. Coulson 
T. Cuttriss 
K. Davis (Deceased Jan 2017) 
T. Doe 
P.J. Fountain 
K. Gatehouse 
P. A. Geard (HLC) 
W. Geeves 
M.E. Gray 
Sir Guy Green AC KBE AVO 
W. Hazell (HLC) 
J. Hewlett 
K.H. Jones 
Lord Mayor of Hobart 
P. Marshall 
Mrs C. Matterson 
Mrs L. Page 
C.F.C. Parsons 
J. Radcliffe OAM 
Mrs J. Reid 
I. Scott 
J.M. Seale 
D. M. Skinner OAM (HLC) 
M.J. Thomas (Deceased Sep 2016) 
G. Verrier 
D. Ward 
Mrs M. Woodward 
D. Zantuck 
President: Royal National 
Agricultural & Pastoral Society 
of Tasmania  
 
 
 

Auditors 
Wise Lord & Ferguson 
 
Bankers 
ANZ 
 
Insurers 
JLT Australia  
 
Hon. Architects 
BPSM 
 
Hon. Engineer 
Pitt & Sherry 
 
Hon. Solicitor 
Noel Ware 
 
Hon. Valuer 
Russell Cripps 
 



 

 

Royal Hobart Show 2016 Images 



 

 

Royal Hobart Show 2016 Images 



 

 

RAST 2016 Images 



 

 




