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The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
 

To promote excellence in Tasmania’s products and resources through exhibition and education  

 

Our Values 
 

We value: 
Agriculture, heritage and the environment 
Competitive advantage through knowledge, training and demonstration 
Customer service and community partnerships 
Our staff and our volunteers 
Our sponsors and our exhibitors  
Leadership through innovation and reward 
The involvement of youth  
Diligence, accuracy and fair judgement 

 

Our History 
 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania traces its history back to 1821 when a group of residents of Van 
Diemen’s Land corresponded with the Official Secretary and gained approval for the establishment of a Society 
for the protection of animals. Thus Tasmania has the distinction of being the first colony in Australia to form an 
Agricultural Society when the “Van Diemen’s Land Agricultural Society” was formed in Hobart Town on 1st    
January 1822. The first show was conducted in January 1822, in the Old Market Place, just in front of the      
present State Parliament House.  This makes the Royal Hobart Show the oldest Show still operating in Australia 
and possibly the world. 
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President’s Report 

I’d like to start my report by thanking our previous President, Mr Paul 

Grubb, who not only provided leadership to the Society over the past five 

years but also chaired the Australian Council of Agricultural Societies during 

that time until the new Agricultural Shows Australia body was formed.  A 

lot has been achieved during Paul’s tenure and we remain grateful for his 

leadership during that time. 

As the new President I am extremely proud to have won the support of my 

fellow Directors in being elected to this role.  I would also like to 

acknowledge our new Vice President, Helen Geard, who also becomes the 

first female Vice President in our long history.  Both Helen and I have had a 

long association with the Society and we look forward to working with everybody to ensure RAST remains viable for 

its 200th anniversary and beyond. 

Challenges continue to emerge for the Society and we continue to deal with them as they do.  It is apparent though 

that we need to remain flexible and keep responding to the operating environment in which we are working.  With 

that in mind the Board has recently undertaken a strategic review of our overall direction and has begun consulting 

with all of our stakeholders about our future.  I’d like to thank the Department of State Growth for their financial 

support to enable the review to be professionally facilitated. 

Part of the direction the Board would like to pursue involves increasing the educational experiences delivered 

through our flagship event, the Royal Hobart Show.  We are also hopeful that we can realise a new pavilion situated 

on the Brooker Highway boundary thanks to State Government funding committed during the recent 2018 election 

campaign.  In order to secure the grant the proposed development for Lot 1, next to Bunnings, must achieve      

planning approval and commence construction. 

The Board remains committed to delivering the Royal Hobart Show and recognises that we will need to develop 

new income streams in order to support it as well as repair and maintain the site.  We also wish to continue to    

support the wide variety of community uses at the Showground by effectively subsidising these activities through    

establishing more commercial ventures on the land. 

Our various event committees have continued to deliver improvements in our key events including the food, wine, 

and vineyard of the year competitions.  The wine show will, from now on, be run in August just after the food show 

and the two awards dinners will be combined into one delivering a gold medal gourmet experience in both food 

and wine for all who choose to attend.  The August timing will also allow for all winning wines to be submitted to 

the National Wine Awards in the same year, which had previously been impossible to achieve due to both our 

event and the National event occurring in November. 

This past year we’ve been extremely fortunate to have acquired 

the services of two skills based Directors in Greg Melick and 

Richard Dax.  Greg is a senior counsel and highly experienced 

lawyer as well as being the current Tasmanian Integrity         

Commissioner.  He also has a long affiliation with our wine 

show going back to its inception and possesses a Master of 

Wine qualification.  Richard has an extensive background in 

tourism and hospitality as well as experience in the not for 

profit space due to his advocacy for both tourism and             

recreational fishing.  Both directors have already proved to be 
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Nala Mansell performs a welcome to country at the    
official opening of the 2017 Show. 



 

 

great assets with Richard, in particular, putting in an enormous effort attracting sponsors for the food and wine 

shows. 

We’ve welcomed some new staff this year and farewelled others.  Nicci Gascea and Mitchell Spong both moved on 

to other pursuits while Carly Hay and Phillip Bellchambers joined the team.   We now have less staff than we’ve had 

in the past ten years but they are all working as a team and delivering for the Society.  I’d like to congratulate them 

all for their dedication, tireless devotion and professionalism. 

CEO Report 
Another challenging year not made any 

easier by the deficit we carried forward 

from last year.  The pattern of increasing 

utilities costs continues with electricity and 

insurance costs escalating considerably.  

Compliance remains challenging with new 

requirements imposed regularly but we 

are meeting the challenges and moving 

towards a more sustainable position. 

We’ve been able to leverage significant funding for maintenance through successful grant applications with over 

$200,000 secured for the arena and administration building thanks to the Community Infrastructure Fund and the 

Tasmanian Community Fund respectively.  Further we received a $1,500,000 commitment from the State          

Government to be paid over two financial years from 1st July 2018 toward realising a new multi-purpose building 

on the Brooker Highway boundary.  This new building paves the way for another commercial development on the 

Howard Rd side next to Bunnings. 

I was honoured at the recent inaugural Agricultural Shows of Australia (ASA) annual general meeting to be       

nominated and elected as a Capital City Shows representative to the Board of ASA.  The ASA has evolved out of the 

former Australian Council of Agricultural Shows (ACAS), the Federation of Agricultural Shows (FCAS) and the       

National Council of Agricultural Shows (NCAS) and brings them all together under one banner representing all     

agricultural shows in Australia. 

The homelessness issue has dominated the media in recent times with the Showground reluctantly becoming the 

‘go-to’ place for the media on the issue.  We have been proud to assist these people where we can and we have 

been overwhelmed by the generosity of the community in assisting us in so many ways. Running a motorhome and 

camping ground, we’ve always had a homeless element in the park to a degree. However, we noticed a definite 

increase in numbers and a change in the type of people presenting as homeless around December 2017 due to the 

rental affordability crisis in Hobart.  We’ve assisted many people who usually are not associated with homeless   

issues who are being squeezed out of a very tight rental market.  Our work in this space continues and we are 

thankful for government and other agencies’ assistance in tackling this serious issue. 

Operationally we’ve introduced a new point of sale system and a new accounting system that communicate       

directly to each other which is greatly reducing the administrative burden of reconciling both.  Combined with our 

on-line booking system, the RNA show management system and our recently revamped payment gateways and 

website, the modernisation of our administrative systems is nearly complete. We’ll soon install a new server and 

switch on the NBN which has now been installed. 
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Looking to the future the Board recently conducted a two day strategic planning session that was facilitated by 

Greg Hudson of SCA Marketing and funded by the Department of State Growth.  In summary the Board has         

determined that, in order to stay on this site, we need to make much greater use of it for both community and 

commercial uses.  They have also determined that we need to work diligently at re-inventing the Royal Hobart 

Show by re-positioning more toward an engaging, entertaining and educational showcase of agriculture aimed 

principally at the young families demographic. 

A five plus year strategy is currently being developed along with a business plan to underpin it.  Some consultation 

has already occurred with the RAST Council and Show committees and this is continuing as the strategy is finalised.  

In the meantime I am working with a number of interested parties to see what opportunities may exist in the     

current market to gain some assistance in rejuvenating the showground site into a multi-purpose event and       

community space. 

As part of our new strategy we are also looking for other ways in which we can assist the agricultural sector.  One 

of the first new initiatives is to partner with 

Gravitas Energy in an Australian first by    

establishing an agricultural energy                

co-operative to be known as Sustainable        

Tasmania.  The co-op will enable primary 

industry businesses to generate and trade 

renewable energy amongst its members at 

guaranteed rates.  It will mean these       

businesses, including RAST, will now be able 

to gain full control over their energy costs. 

This is a very exciting development and is 

already attracting a lot of interest and    

attention. 

With respect to this year’s result we’ve    

managed to claw back the previous deficit by 

$260,000 to -$59,000.  This has required a great 

deal of financial management including cost savings and some price increases.  Our staffing levels are being kept at 

a minimum as are our expenses.  With a new development in the wings we are confident that things will change for 

the better moving forward. 

Our Motorhome Park and commercial tenancies continue to be our best income providers followed by the Sunday 

Market and Royal Hobart Show. On the expenses side the rising cost of power, insurance, water and salaries       

continue to present challenges.  The ongoing burden of compliance and maintenance remains a major issue.  This 

year alone we have been forced to plan to undertake waste water upgrades for the butchery, overhaul much of the 

electrical infrastructure on the grounds, consider replacing the mains water and fire lines coming in from Howard 

Rd as well as the multitude of ‘band-aid’ maintenance required to keep such ageing infrastructure usable. 

On a personal note I would like to thank the team here which support me and make this a great place to work.  It 

includes the staff who work so diligently and always put in above and beyond, the Directors who offer such valued 

guidance and direction, Council who consistently step up to the challenges that we throw at them, our stakeholders 

whose engagement we value highly and, finally, the hundreds of volunteers across all areas who give selflessly of 

themselves to ensure that we present the best and most professional face that we can in everything that we do. 

If there is one thing that we can take for granted in this industry it is that the year ahead will be just as challenging 

as the one just past. 

RAST Directors Paul Geard & Barry Ellims consoling Triple M’s Dave Noonan 
after  losing the celebrity sawing. 



 

 

2017 BBX Royal Hobart Show  
The 2017 Royal Hobart Show enjoyed superb weather over all four days of the 

event. However, this didn’t translate into larger crowds, and the Society has since 

asked the question: does a good weather forecast encourage people to head away 

for a long weekend? 

Official attendance was 48,000 compared to 47,760 in 2016. The two busiest days 

were Show Thursday and Friday (31,010), and the weakest day was Show Saturday. 

Attendance at the Show on the public holiday (20,450) was down slightly on 2016, by a few hundred, but this was 

still considerably improved on earlier years when attendances were below 15,000 on People’s Day. 

Gate receipts compared to 2016 were down by five percent but pre-sales rose by 16%. Entry prices were not      

increased. 

The expenditure side of mounting the Show in 2017 was at its lowest in a decade, at less than $600,000 compared 

to nearly $800,000 in 2015. This is the result of a rigorous cost saving campaign. 

The deficit achieved on the 2017 Show was just over $53,000, which is a continuation of an upwards trend having 

returned  a deficit of around $139,000 in 2015 and 2016. 

 

 

Entries in the 2017 Show were down on 2016 by 1,685 but year to year entry levels tend to fluctuate. This year, 

there were no rabbit or pigeon entries due to a virus. There were increased entries in dairy cattle, youth art, cavies, 

dairy goats and miniature goats, but a decrease in equestrian, wood chopping, kennel section, and cats. Creative 

crafts also saw a decline in entries.  

Miniature goats and Highland cattle were exhibited for the first time and were enthusiastically received by the 

show-going public. Ferret numbers increased and were again popular. They may move to a competition next year. 

Income from school group visits increased by 70.5% but this was due principally to one school which sent seven 

classes to the Show. Over the longer term there has been a decline in school class attendances on Show      

Wednesday, due mainly to changes in the school holiday system. This matter will require addressing. 
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As part of the Show marketing, the Society and the Mercury newspaper teamed up to produce The Show Mag 
which was a free insertion in the Mercury newspaper on Tuesday October 24 – the eve of the Show. The magazine 
was packed with information and specials, and augmented the media pre-Show publicity which saw the Society 
mounting previews of interest to the media for a week before the Show began. Media support for these initiatives 
was strong and greatly appreciated. For instance, there were three front page photos in the Mercury newspaper. 
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The Animal Wranglers team doing some pig wrangling, jockey unknown. 

The Tasmanian Lighthorse prepare a guard of honour for 
the arrival of Her Excellency, the Governor of Tasmania, 
The Hon Prof Kate Warner. 

Her Excellency, The Hon Prof Kate Warner and Mr Dick 
Warner arrive to officially open the 2017 BBX Royal Hobart 
Show. 



 

  

2017 SHOW STATISTICS 
 48,000 estimated total attendance 
 64% tickets scanned were adults, 10% children, 8% family, 9% members, 6% staff, 4% commercial 

and < 1% RAW lunch 
 15,000 video views on our Facebook page for September to October 2017, 5,300 minutes viewed 
 Sep - Oct 2017 Post Reach Facebook 444,551 
 Sep - Oct 2017 daily total reach Facebook 986,391 
 Youth Art, Dairy Cattle, Cavies, Fleece, Goats, Poultry & Sheep exhibits all increased compared to 

2016 
 38% increase in net profit from 2016 to 2017 
 42% online ticket sales sold pre-show 
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Hobart Show Awards 
The 2017 Royal Hobart Show Living Legend was announced at an official lunch at the Show, and a long service 

award was also announced to a man whose association with the Show goes back 70 years. 

The 2017 Living Legend was Peter Manning who first exhibited Wyandotte Bantams at the Show 59 years ago when 

he was just 11 years old.  Peter has been on the Poultry,        

Pigeons and Canary committee since 1999. He was     awarded a 

RAST appreciation certificate in 2004, and is          currently Chief 

Steward of the Poultry committee. Another    major announce-

ment was a long service award which went to RAST Board mem-

ber David Skinner who celebrated 70 years’ association with the 

Show in 2017.  

 

RAST Life Membership 
Elwin Rumley, a long standing stalwart of Woodchopping was also presented with a Life Membership by Her        

Excellency, The Hon Prof Kate Warner, Governor of Tasmania.  Elwin was taken by surprise when Her Excellency 

visited the woodchopping arena after officially opening the Show to do the honours.  Elwin has undertaken just 

about every role on the committee and in woodchopping in that time.   

Elwin has spent 31 years exhibiting, 21 years as an official, 20 years on the committee and 9 years as a sponsor of 

the Jill Single Handed.  He remains incredibly active today acting as the MC for the woodchop, being an active    

committee member, sponsor and tireless volunteer. 

Paul Grubb – a traditional award in that all former RAST     

Presidents are granted Hon. Life Councillor status which also 

includes Life Membership.  Paul was RAST president for 5 years 

until stepping down in 2017.  During his tenure he was also 

national President of the Australian Council of Agricultural   

Societies which represented all Royal Shows in Australia.   

As RAST President he oversaw an unprecedented period of 

change within the Society which radically changed the business 

model to be far less reliant on the Royal Hobart Show and 

much more resilient to the ever changing times in which we           

now exist. 
Elwin Rumley receives his Life Membership from the  Governor 

of Tasmania, Her Excellency, The Hon Prof Kate Warner and 
RAST President, Mr Peter Spotswood. 

Peter Manning, 
Her Excellency 

The Hon Prof Kate 
Warner and Peter 

Spotswood 



 

 

Entertainment 
The 2017 Show celebrated its 195th anniversary, The Society staged a display of Show memorabilia from its        
archives. The Show also emphasised the many interactive things kids could try out and enjoy, as well as more than 
70 free things to experience at the Show once patrons entered the gates.  

Entertainment varied from the headline acts – Animal Wranglers, WSM FMX, and the commemoration of 100 years 
since the Australian Light Horse cavalry charge at Beersheba – to a variety of other nonstop activities. 

The Show commenced with the annual Art on Show announcement of winners. This event was well attended and 
featured a guest appearance by internationally renowned violinist, Peter Tanfield. 

Mr Tanfield has performed all over the world with musical greats such as Itzhak Perlman and Yehudi Menuhin. He 
performed at the art launch on a violin valued at more than $300,000.  
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The 2017 Show at a glance 
The Wednesday evening at the Show was discontinued and the rodeo event moved to Friday evening. This 
worked very well with solid crowds in attendance. 

The carnival aspect, mounted by the Showman’s Guild, remains an area of concern, and this needs to be     
addressed in future years. 

42% of on line tickets were sold pre-Show; 22% on Show Wednesday and 23% on the Thursday public holiday. 

In ten years the Thursday crowd number in 2017 was the third highest, only just eclipsed by 2009 and 2016. 

There was much admiring feedback about one of the feature acts, the Animal Wranglers. 

The Society also received good feedback to the North versus South poultry challenge between breeders from 
the two regions to determine who produced the best chooks.  

A Vice Regal opening ceremony on the Arena was widely appreciated and included for the first time a        
welcome to country. 

Unsolicited feed-back from children included some gems: “I really enjoyed the Show. My favourite parts were 
the animals,” summed up the timeless allure of the Show to young children.  

“I loved the Animal Wranglers,” wrote another youngster “My favourite part were the puppies. They were so 
cute” 



 

 

2017 Royal Hobart Wine Show 
A panel of almost 20 judges assessed some 1,700 wines in the Royal   
Hobart Wine Show in November. It is the last time the event will be held 
in November following a decision following the Show to move it to    
August from 2018. 

The decision overcomes a scheduling issue involving the National Wine 
Show in Canberra. Until now, winners of the Hobart Show have been unable to take part in the Canberra Show   
because of the proximity of the two events. 

The decision also involves some cost savings because the Wine Show now follows closely on from the Royal Hobart 
Fine Food Awards. Both events share some logistical synergies. 

The 2017 Wine Show proved a positive outcome for the Society. Entry fees were up by $12,000; sponsorship was 
up by $4,000 and public tasting takings after the Show were up by $3,000. Overall surplus was about $112,000   
before wages and overheads were taken into account. 

The 2017 Show had a new head of the organising committee and a new chief Judge. Head of the judging panel, Sue 
Bell, is a highly respected industry figure. She created Bellwether Wines, based at the old Glen Roy Shearing Shed in 
Coonawarra. Among other accolades she was the 2014 Australian Society of Viticulture and Oenology Winemaker 
of the Year.  

South Australian James Godfrey of Treasury Wine Estates took over from Victorian John Ellis as Chair of the Wine 
Show committee, although John remains as a committee member. Both James and John are known throughout the 
wine industry. 

International judges in 2017 included Tim Birmingham from Abu Dhabi and Jane Skilton from New Zealand. Other 
panel members came from Tasmania, South Australia, Victoria, NSW, and Western Australia. 

The first Royal Hobart Wine Show was held in conjunction with the Royal Hobart Show in 1974, Entries totalled 382. 
With some 1,700 entries in 2017, the Wine Show is now a major event on the Australian wine calendar. 
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RAST Director Richard Dax presents the Cliff Heard perpetual trophy to Dominic Coulter representing Penfolds  



 

 

Tasmanian Wine Industry Contributor 
recognised 

Graeme Lynch, Bcom. (Melb), LLB (Hons), GradDipLS (Tas), FCPA, GAICD was      
presented with the prestigious Tasmanian of the Year Award at the gala awards 
dinner 

Graeme has a marketing, accounting and legal background and was voluntary Chair of not-for-profit organisation, 
Wine Tasmania, for ten years.  He has contributed immeasurable hours to support and progress the local wine   
sector and ensure its representative body is professional, strategic, influential and respected.  

He has a strong personal and professional interest in wine and set up the Aberfeldy Hotel in Hobart in the 70s, 
which was instrumental in importing a wide range of wines and broadening the overall global wine knowledge and 
diversity in Tasmania. 

It is highly unusual for a small and young organisation such as Wine Tasmania to have access to the kind of         
expertise Graeme offers without remuneration and for over a decade.  Graeme has a demanding full time job as 
CEO of the Heart Foundation and also serves on many boards and committees. His tireless contribution to the wine 
sector has been on top of these other commitments.  

Not only did Graeme chair the Wine Tasmania Board, he also participated on its Finance & Human Resources      
sub-committees, was Chair of Industry Cooperative Innovation Program into improvement of sparkling wine and 
pinot noir, and participated in the committee organising the 8th International Cool Climate Wine Symposium which 
was held in Hobart in 2012.   

He also represented Wine Tasmania on the Board of the Tourism Industry Council of Tasmania for five years. He 
resigned as Chair of Wine Tasmania in October 2016 after ten years as Chair and was subsequently awarded Life 
Membership of Wine Tasmania in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the organisation and broader wine 
sector. 

2017 Gravitas Energy Vineyard of the Year 
In April 2017, Milton Vineyard on the East Coast, north of Swansea, was named Roberts Tasmanian Vineyard of the 
Year. As part of its Award, Milton Vineyard hosted a field day for the wine industry at the Vineyard in May.  

About 80 people attended the field day. The Society initiated the Vineyard of the Year to promote a high level of 
viticultural management as the foundation for the production of great wines. 

Milton Vineyard was first farmed in 1826 initially for fine Tasmanian wool but is now also producing fine cool     
climate wines. Major sponsors of the Award were Roberts Ltd and Bennetts Petroleum, along with Rabobank and 
Geo Tas. 

This year the Society was also excited to secure a new naming rights sponsor, Gravitas Energy, an innovator in    
renewable energy and a company which is very active in the Tasmanian agricultural sector.  

Judges in 2017 were Fred Peacock, representing the Industry, Paul Smart from Wine Tasmania, Frank Walker for 
the RAST and the 2016 winner, Alex Van Driel from the Tea Tree Clover Hill Vineyard. 
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Graeme Lynch addresses the dinner 



 

 

Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards 
While a major undertaking, the Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards in July 
were a great success. 

The Awards represent the oldest such program in Australia, designed by 
the Society more than 20 years ago to benchmark and encourage high 
quality food production. 

Judges – in total 46 and 34 of them Tasmanian - assessed more than 
1,000 entries. Chair of the organising committee was Annette Emmett who this year replaced Robert Tanner who 
retired. Chief Judge was well known Tasmanian Sally Wise. 

Fresh and edible seaweed was added to the judging schedule in 2017, and there was an increase in entries in    
classes such as Biscuits and Slices and Sorbet and Gelato. 

The Richard Langdon Trophy for Best Exhibit in Show went to TasFoods Ltd Meander Valley Dairy Double Cream. A 
full list of winners was published on the Society’s website the evening of the Awards presentation. 

The event returned a surplus to the Society in the order of $30,000 before wages and overheads were taken into 
account. Costs of staging the Awards decreased by $5,000 but entry fees also dipped by 12%. 

Some of the more unusual entries included truffled shortbread from northern Tasmania, smokehouse bacon jam 
from the ACT, Premium Whiskey-cured Salmon from the Huon, Maple Walnut Ice Cream from Elizabeth Town; 
Cheese Cake on a stick from Scottsdale; and Sweet Rose Petal Nougat from Margaret River, WA.  
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Big task for judges 
 

Entries in the 2017 awards came from all over Australia and every region of Tasmania. King Island entered 
cheddar; the Huon region trout and salmon; Bruny Island: oysters; Hobart: scallop pie; Launceston:       
spreadable chevre; goat milk and strong honey ale; and the Tamar Valley truffled mustard - to name just a 
few. 
 

Nationally, smoked duck came from the ACT; cappuccino from Mildura (Vic); lime and coconut tea from    
Sydney; apple cider from rural NSW; double cream camembert from Jindivik NSW; and triple cream brie from 
Gippsland. 
 

Almost 500 different classes of food were judged representing just about everything we eat. Meringues, 
muffins, bread, heat-and-eat meals, milk, cheese, delicatessen products, cereals, preserves, seafood, olive 
oils, cordials, apple ciders, coffee and tea were all under the judges’ scrutiny. 



 

 

Showground Motorhome Park 
 
The Showground Motorhome Park enjoyed another strong year.  During the 
year, the Society upgraded the camp kitchen as well as power infrastructure 
for the Motorhome Park. 
 
Queenslanders were the main visitors to use the Motorhome Park.                
Anecdotally, many told us that they were in Tasmania to escape the Queensland heat.  
 
During the year, the Society noticed a trend towards younger families using the facility, whereas a few years ago 

the clientele was almost exclusively the retired Grey Nomad brigade. This year’s visitors were also very engaged 

with Tasmania.  They were hungry for information about Mona, Bruny Island and summer activities in Hobart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Market  
The Showground Sunday Market is now a well-established fixture in the   
Hobart area, attracting tens of thousands of visitors each year. 

The Society notes that there is growing competition in weekend market 
offerings in southern Tasmania, but the Showground Sunday Market has 
continued to retain strong community support.  

Much of this buoyancy can be attributed to a regenerated marketing group which oversees and promotes the 
Showground market.  

 

Billboards 
The Brooker Highway is one of the most heavily trafficked roads in Hobart and the Society’s fence line along the 
highway makes a high profile location for advertisers. During the year advertisers included 2018 state election    
candidates, road safety messaging, cricket and Lexus brand vehicles.  Income from the billboards was $100,000. 
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Events 
Once again this year, the Showground was the location of many events, both large and small. Notable events      
included: 

 

Cracker Night in May 2017  
The Society’s second cracker night at the Showground 
was an enormous success. Nearly 4,500 people attend-
ed which is 1,000 more than for cracker night in 2016, 
the first time we staged it. 

Good weather helped the attendance figures, and the 
carnival rides and food outlets were well supported. The 
event returned a surplus for the Society of just under 
$4,000. 

Santa’s Funland  

This Christmas carnival was held from December 21-24 on the main arena and was strongly patronised by families. 
The admission fee included unlimited amusement rides. The Society received a commission on ticket sales. The   
success of the carnival means that it’s planned to conduct the event again in 2018. 

Outdoor Leisure Show 
This initiative was held in March (2018). It was free to the public and very well attended. Severe weather on the last 
day forced an early closure. 

Exhibitors ranged from campervan and caravan makers with their latest models, to camping gear and recreational 
fishing groups. There were also children’s activities, rides, drinks and food.  

Stray Rooster Round Up 
The Southern Tasmanian Bantam club and the RAST again cooperated to mount the Stray Rooster Round-up at the 
Showground in March 2018. Members of the public could deliver stray and unwanted roosters and other poultry 
species to the Poultry Pavilion on a March Sunday. This initiative has achieved national media attention. 

The Bantam Club meets once a month and are prepared to take roosters from the public at their meeting so long as 
they are supplied in a suitable box or container. 

All Breeds Dog Show 
This event was held for the first time in the betting hall, under the main grandstand, because the kennels were 
booked for another event. The dog show proceeded very well in this location and participants’ feedback also made 
the point that it was convenient as well, because of social activities associated with the show which were held          
upstairs in the main function area. 

Hobart Gem Show 
This is an annual event at the Showground and again attracted very large crowds – in all about 5,000 people. 
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An unnamed RAST Director assisting with rides on Cracker Night 



 

 

 

Venues and Tenants 
Repairs to the roof of the Brooker Pavilion were completed following a     
destructive winter storm in 2016 which blew the roof off. The repairs were 
covered by insurance. New tenants moved in to the Pavilion once the repairs 
were completed: 42nd Energy Street and Creative Homes. 

The Sheep Pavilion was also tenanted out to Tassie Tours as a location for storing its buses. 

The butchery was again upgraded with further works planned for 2018-2019.  
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A Collection From Our Archives - can you spot a RAST Board 

member, current politician, or anybody else you know? 



 

 

RAST’s New Strategic Plan Summary 







































































 

 

Royal Hobart Show 2017 Images 
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